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THE KELP FOREST WORD LIST – DEFINITIONS 
 
Abalone – a marine snail; an endangered species 
Barracuda – an edible, pike-like marine fish 
Carnivore – an organism that eats only meat 
Current – a body of water (or air) flowing in a definite      
direction 
Giant Kelp – (Macrocystis pyrifera) a large, brown algae 
(seaweed) 
Halibut – a large, edible, marine flatfish 
Herbivore – an organism that eats only plants 
Hermit Crab – a soft-bodied crab that lives in an empty 
snail shell 
Opaleye – a small, marine fish; olive green with one or 
more yellowish spots on its back 
Pelican – a large water bird with webbed feet and a pouch 
which hangs from its lower bill 
Scuba Diver – a person who swims underwater with the aid of 
self-contained underwater breathing apparatus (SCUBA) gear 
Sea Lion – a large, carnivorous, marine mammal 
Sea urchin – a sea animal with a globular body covered with 
a spiny skin (an echinoderm) 
Sheephead – a marine fish; males are black with a large red 
midsection; females are all red; The mascot of the Windows-
On-Our-Waters Program 
Tides – the alternate rise and fall of the surface of the 
seas, and various bodies of water connected with them 
Whale – the largest of the marine mammals; the most 
commonly seen whales in southern California are gray 
whales, humpback whales, blue whales, and orcas.  
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